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in 1952, however, when every 
Democratic nominee for state
wide office except one cross-filed 
for positions on the ballot as both 
a Democrat and a Republican 
under the provisions of a 1951 
law.

While the Democratic 
Party would eventually lead 
the nation in civil rights, from 
Reconstruction until the 1960s it 
often supported segregation and 
racism in Texas and elsewhere 
in the South. African Americans 
were barred from participating 
in Democratic primaries, and 
the party created special white 
primaries as a matter of law in 
Texas and as a matter of practice 
in other southern states. Since the Democratic Party enjoyed a virtual monopoly 
in statewide general elections, African Americans were effectively shut out of any 
meaningful role in elections. Democratic governor James “Pa” Ferguson proclaimed, 
“A negro has no business whatever taking part in the political affairs of the Democratic 
Party, the white man’s party.”13 Eventually, the civil rights issue split the Democratic 
Party of Texas, a breakup common throughout the southern states.

In the latter part of the twentieth century, Texas starred in the transition that saw 
southern states turn away from the Democratic Party and embrace the Republican Party. 
The Republicans finally broke the Democrats’ dominance in 1961, and they won statewide 
office for the first time since Reconstruction when Republican John Tower won the U.S. 
Senate seat vacated by the election of Democrat Lyndon Johnson to the vice presidency. The 
Republicans did not win the Texas governorship until 1978 when William Clements won 
a surprise victory. By 2000, Democrats were unable to effectively challenge Republicans 
for any statewide office. Thus, in less than forty years, Texas went from being a state 
dominated by the Democratic Party to one dominated by the Republican Party. Exit polls 
from the 2014 election for governor revealed that 38 percent of Texas voters identified 
themselves as Republicans, 27 percent as Democrats, and 35 percent as independents. 
Similar transitions have occurred throughout the South, but the trend really began with 
Texas. Texas is often considered the least “southern” of the southern states14 and as such 
is something of a trend leader in southern development. The “Texafication” of American 
politics includes an emphasis on low taxes; high-tech, industry-embracing policies; and 
limited spending on social welfare.15 Republicans throughout the region and nation have 
capitalized in part on the success of Texas Republicans.

Domination of a state by one party is not always the case in American politics. After 
the 2014 elections, eighteen states had divided governments, with a governor faced with 
at least one house of the state legislature in the hands of the opposition party. Among 
the other states, seven had both the legislature and governor’s mansions in the hands 
of Democrats, while in the other twenty-three they were in the hands of Republicans.

Former San Antonio mayor Julián Castro and his twin brother, U.S. Representative Joaquín 
Castro, share a moment at the 2016 Democratic National Convention with first lady Michelle 
Obama. Julián Castro served as U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in the 
second Obama term, while Joaquín Castro represents the greater San Antonio area in the 
U.S. Congress.

Al
ex

 W
on

g/
G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es


